
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



254 



SCIENCE 



[N. S. Vol. XLVIII. No. 1236 



same. The electrodes must be bright, as other- 
wise the phenomenon becomes very complicated. 
Furthermore the original polarization must 
often surpass a certain value if the residual 
polarization is to be contrary in sign; and 
there are other differences in detail for which 
there is no room here. Thus the rotational 
effect may proceed gradually to a maximum; 
an electromotive force zero may imply a very 
large residual polarization appearing on mo- 
tion. The charging of moving electrodes is 
an interesting case; etc. 

To elucidate this phenomenon, it suffices 
here to assume the occurrence of paired double 
layers a a' and V b, one double layer at each 
electrode. One element, a', V ' , of each double 
layer is localized in the liquid and the other 
element a, b in the solid electrode, both of the 
double layers having the same direction; i. e., 
being two condensers in series. Hence there 
are two interpenetrating electrostatic fields, 
one 
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V a' localized in the liquid and the other a & in 
the electrodes. These fields are in a contrary 
direction and the liquid field must be very 
much stronger to correspond with the initial 
counter polarization. On rotating the elec- 
trodes, the field localized in the liquid V a' is 
set free and its ions dissipated. The field 
localized in the solid, a b, however, remains 
and this constitutes the residual polarization 
in the direction of the charging current. Both 
fields decay in the. lapse of time in the usual 
way. 

When rotation ceases a liquid field is re- 
established, but usually, though not always, to 
a smaller degree. Eventually a probably dis- 
charges V and b, V, one of the fields passing 
through zero first, so that the effect of rotation 
finally vanishes. I have met both with marked 
polarization which on rotation vanished, as 
well as with an apparent absence of polariza- 
tion which on rotation became very marked. 

To obtain moving electrodes as free from 
polarization disturbances at the contact with 



a liquid, it is therefore prudent to capture 
both fields; i. e., to leave the electrodes entirely 
without interferences. This may be done by 
surrounding each with a porous cup, closed and 
completely filled with an electrolyte, the termi- 
nals passing out through an insulating tube. 
The electrodes should moreover be fixed rigidly 
to the cup. Again since zinc electrodes soon 
tarnish in brine but remain bright in con- 
centrated zinc sulphate solution, the latter is a 
preferable electrolyte and the cups may be 
submerged in brine or any other solution. 

I therefore constructed two cup electrodes of 
the kind in question and placed them in the 
rotational apparatus as before. The original 
potential difference of the zincs was about 
.4 millivolt. After keeping the circuit closed 
over night this fell off to below .05 millivolt, 
and could be eliminated by exchanging the cup 
electrodes. Rotation of the appartus, i. e., 
an external current in the brine surrounding 
the cups, produced no appreciable effect. The 
electrodes were then charged with a current 
of .2 am. for 30 sec. The polarization remain- 
ing was now much less than above, through- 
out, beginning with about 5 millivolts which 
fell to .5 m.v. in 5 minutes and to .05 in a few 
hours. Rotation was ineffective through all 
stages of the decay. No doubt the simple 
electrode in which both the original and the 
residual polarizations have vanished would 
often suffice, but with greater uncertainty, be- 
cause such electrodes can not be exchanged 
without danger as to modifying their value. 

Carl Barus 

Beown University, 
Providence, R. I. 
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